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LO RD MAYOR of the CI r 
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My Lo Rp, 


si was obedience to your LonpSH1r J 
command that engaged me to a chearful | 
compliance with the firſt order of your 

Court, to appear upon this occaſion, ſo the ſame due 
reſpect to that, which I received ſince, could not (I 
- 2 with decency be withſtood by me; for as I 
firſt breath in that — fo renowned for 

hf Se Charitable Foundations, ſo I could 
not but account it an acceptable ſervice, to be em- 
ployed in what might be in the leaft conducive, to- 
wards promoting the pious ends of them. I cannot 
alſo, but be proud of the Honour, of not only, being 
a Fellow- Citizen, with your LORDSH1P, but alſo 


brought up in the ons 8 of St. Paul's, edu- 
cated 


The DE DICATTION. 


rated in the ſame Univerſity of Cambridge, and 
though not a member of - ſame College, yet as 
Jour LORDSHIP's College of Sidney, upon more than 
one account, may be looked upon, to have a ſort of 
alliance to Trinity College, this alſo may add ſome- 
what more to the relation 1, bear to your LoRDSHIr. 


May your 8 go on to deſerve the good 
opinion 70 World has of you, not only as ſingu- 
larl forniied! | with Abilities equal to the High 
ce you bear, but what is more to be walued, 
filing up that ſtation with Integrity and Honour: 


Theſe will not fail to procure the bleſſings of Heaven 
upon this great City, and ſecure to your LORD$SHIP 
a laſting Name here, and eternal Happineſs here- 


after, which is the EM and ſincere wiſh and 
prayer of, 


My Lord, 
your moſt Faithfull, 


and Obedient Servant, 


SAMUEL KNIGHT. 
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For God is not unrighteous, to forget 
your work and labour of love, which 
ye have ſhewed towards his name, 
in that ye have miniſtred to the 
Saints, and do miniſter. 


HE Author of this Epiſtle having before 
largely ſer forth the excellency of the 


Chriſtian Inſtitution in various inſtances, 
thereby inſinuating, that though the Law of Mo- 
ſes was now abrogated, they had no reaſon to 
repine, or be concerned at it, ſince a much bet- 
ter Diſpenſation was ſubſtituted in its room, eſta- 
bliſhed upon better promiſes, and, which if duly 
attended to, would raiſe human nature to the 
higheſt — it was capable of; proceeds, 
to lay down the duties reſulting from this their 
high calling, by giving them a — of thoſe 

A Chriſtian 


i 
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Chriſtian Vertues and Graces, which as a Super- 
ſtructure to this noble Foundation, would by 
degrees render them perfef? in every good Word, 
and Work, He comes at laſt to touch upon one 
of the moſt eminent branches of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in which theſe Hebrews had very much 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, (viz.) works. of Charity 
and Beneficence; to encourage them to go for- 
ward in which, the Apoſtle gives them to under- 
ſtand the bleſſed rewards refieing from them 
for God is not unrigbteous to forget your work and 
labour of love, which ye have ſhewed-towardy bis 
name, in that ye have miniſtred to the Saints, and 
do miniſter. On which words (as ſuitable tq our 
preſent folemn meeting) I ſhall. diſcourſe in the 
following method : 
FIRST, Shew how acceptable good works are to 
God, and what Rewards he hath promiſed to 
thoſe, who ſhall be found abounding in them. 
2dly, That .a principle of Chriſtian love, and Cha- 
rity, is of all other the moſt prevalent to induce 
Men to ſuch good works, 
zdly, That by the expreſſion of labour of love is 
plainly ſuggeſted, that good works are often ac- 
companied with much trouble and difficulty. 
4thly, That miniſtring to the wants and neceſſities 
of our Chriſtian Brethren, fliled here Saints; is 
ſhewing a regard towards the name of God. 
LASTLY, That we have perſeverance in Fo. 
uties 
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duties recommended to us, by the example of 
thoſe Hebrews, who are not only mentioned, as 
formerly miniſtring to the neceſſities of their 
indigent Brethren, but as continuing to do the 
ſame : the Apoſtle therefore adds: do miniſter. 
of theſe in their order. 11 

if}, I SHALL briefly ſhew how acceptable 
ood works are to God, and what Rewards he 
Rach promiſed to thoſe who abound in them. 
The Apoſtle by ſaying, God is nat unrighteous, uſes 
a Figurative way of ſpeech, not uncommon a- 
mongſt the Sacred Writers, wherein much more 
is meant, than is expreſſed, that is, God will cer- 
tainly remember to reward ſuch, who have faith 
enough, to truſt him with their Charity : as he 

is the Righteaus Judge, he will render to ev 
one according to bis works : eſpecially as he de- 
lights in mercy, he takes pleaſure in making good 
the many declarations of his favour towards 
thoſe, who ſo much reſemble him in this god- 
like quality, of being merciful, as their Father in 
Heaven is merciful; graciouſly promiſing, that 
thoſe who are ſo, hall obtain mercy. And if the love 
of God conftrains us to do good to others, to 
the utmoſt of our power and ability, he cannot 
deny himſelf in making thoſe returns, which his 
own goodneſs, and promiſes engage him to, in 
order to encourage us in this greateſt of all Chri- 
ſtian Virtues. So great, that Charity or Alms- 
A 3 giving 
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giving has engroſſed to it ſelf, the name of 
ood works, and indeed without this, the greateſt 
oaſt of Faith, or the full aſſurance of Hope, 
are bur empty names, like ſounding Braſs or tink 
ling Cymbals, as they are of no ſervice to the 
World, fo they will meet with no acceptance from 
i God, who cannot be impoſed upon by vain pre- 
't tences. For if a Man love not his Brother whom he 
| hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath not 
i ſeen ? So that though this is but a ſingle branch 
| of our duty, and there are other things required 
to make us compleat Chriſtians; yet if we do 
not ſhew our Faith by our Works, and have not 
fruit of this ſort abounding in us, we ſhall in the 
5 fight of God, be accounted dead, while aue live: and 
kt he hath threatned, that they hall have judgment 
| wit hout mercy, who have ſhewed mo mercy : and, 
that we mult not love in word, neither in Tongue, 
but in deed and in truth, is very expreſs in infi- 
nite paſſages of Scripture. I need but mention 
that of St. James, which is very full to 
i our purpoſe, wherein he baffles all the vain 
| pretences of thoſe, who are for a cheap Religion; 
il and would ſerve God with that which cofts them 
nothing. If a Brother or a Siſter (ſaith he) be 
naked, and deſtitute of daily food, and one of you 
| ſay unto them, be ye warmed, and filled, notwith- 
1 flanding you give them not thoſe things, which are 
f profitable to the Body, what doth it profit ? He 
muſt 
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muſt then be of a very narrow and contracted 
Soul, who can ſatisfy himſelf in a barren and 
unfruitful profeſſion of a Religion, which can on- 
ly be known by its fruits; which, to en- 
courage us, are attended with ſo many happy con- 
ſequences, that the uncharitable Man 1 inft- 
nitely more than he can gain, by witholding good 
om them to whom it is due, when it is in the 

of his hand to do it. For to ſay nothing of the 
pleaſure that a good Man has within himſelf, in 
doing an act of kindneſs to any diſtreſſed object, 
which is better felt than expreſſed, and beyond 
the utmoſt ſtretch of the moſt luxurious Epicure, 
and voluptuous Perſon, in all his forc'd and un- 
natural Pleaſures; the merciful Man dath good to 
his own Soul, and a ſeaſonable relief to any un- 
der hard circumſtances, affords as much ſatisfaction 
to the giver, as it can poſſibly do of comfort, 
to the receiver. Need I enlarge upon the bleſ- 
ſings and encouragements, which ſeldom fail the 
charitable and good Man, even in this World : 
God having promiſed, that the liberal Soul ſhall 
be made fat; and he that watereth- ſhall be watered 
even himfelf ; that, there is that ſcattereth, and yet 
increaſeth, and if we throw our Bread upon the 
Waters, we ſhall find it after many Days, that is, 
2 bleſſing ſhall be derived upon all our Subſtance, 
if we can find in our Hearts to-truſt God with 
ſuch a ſhare, as the neceſſities of our — 

n 
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thten call for from us. So true, is that of out 
B. Lord delivered down to the A Apoſtles, that it 
fs more * * to give than to receive. What 
is there then in an ample Fortune, fo valu- 
able, as the opportunity and power it gives of 
being rich in good works, and caufing the bleſſing 
of him, that was ready to periſh, to come upon us, 
and, the Widows heart to feng for joy? This muſt be 
our rejoycing, when we are doing good in our life. 
And, to excite us to ſhew mercy. avith "chearfulneſs, 
it maſt not be omitted, that we thereby make Friends 
of the unrighteous Mammon, which when we depart, 
and ern: ee World, will minifter to us an abundant 
entrance, into the joy of our Lord. Had I time, 
could multiply paſſages out of the Scripture, 
which might induce us ?o lay up in flore for our- 
ſelves agamſt the time to come, and by tranſmit- 
ing our Treafures into a better World, be rich to- 
wards God, 'bur, inſtead of this, I rather chooſe 
to refer you to "the ſpecial regard that will be 
had to Charity, and good works, in that awful 
account we have of the laſt Judgment 1 in the 25. 
Matth. where the ſcrutiny doth not ſo much paſs, 
_ the moſt lively Faith, or the molt aſſured 

e, but the moſt fervent Charity, manifeſtin 

it ſelf in feeding the Hungry, and cloathing the Nakef 
thoſe who do this Hall enter into Life Eter- 
nal, ſeeing it is a righteous thing with God, to re- 
compence ſuch, whio for his fake, and out of a true 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian principle of love and Charity are thus 
beneficial ro the World, which 2 

I am in the 2d place to ſhew, is the moſt genuine, 
and laſting principle of any other, and will. ſtand: 
the teſt, and abide a tryal, when all other motives 
and conſiderations will little avail, to make Men 
fledfaſt and unmoveable, in every good work. If 
out of Oſtentation, to be ſeen of Men, or to car- 
ry on any ſiniſter end, ſome are prompted to do 
any thing plauſible this way, the Foundation ſoon; 
fails, when that end is gained; or when ſuch an 
opportunity is wanting, to engage them in ſuch: 
inſtances of Humanity, and Charity ; if they com- 
paſs their ends, they have their reward, all that 
they can expect; the recompence- hereafter, being 
not what they ſought for, or deſired, ſo not like 
to fall to their ſhare. Indeed, as to the Perſons. 
who are benefited by any ſuch good works, (for 
ſo we muſt call them, from whatever Motive. or: 
Principle they proceed) the caſe is the ſame; but. 
as to the givers themſelves, the Conſciouſneſs of 
their being done upon different motives, from 
what they ought to be, takes off the pleaſure, and. 
ſatis faction, they would otherwiſe reap. from them: 
eſpecially too, if the World be appriſed of their 
Hypocriſy, no wonder, if they then give out, and 
deſiſt from them, and ſince they, can't any far- 
ther gratify their vanity and ambition, to in- 
dulge a Coveteus, and Tenacious Tenigr 


ere 
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There are others, who may be induced to do many 


ſuch acts out of a principle of Humanity, and 
good nature. And, it muſt be owned, that it is 
a great bleſſing to the World, when it abounds 
with ſuch happy diſpoſitions, but even this alone, 
will not be able to carry Men to the full length of 
this duty; the ill returns that ſuch may meet with 
from thoſe they have obliged, may very probably 
make them weary of well doing, if they have no 
higher principle to ſupport, and animate them in 


it, and conſidering the depravity of human nature, 


it roo commonly happens in our dealings with 
Mankind, that we have no other returns for our 
good will, but the baſeſt ingratitude, which na- 
turally muſt in proceſs of time, dam up the Foun- 
tain from whence it proceeds, and ſpoil the beſt 
diſpoſition, by a long courſe of ill uſage. We find, 
our B. Lord met but with one of the ten Lepers 
he cured, who had the leaſt ſpark of gratitude to 
their kind Benefactor; and I think, we may ſafe- 
ly fay, the World is not as to this, or any other 
view, grown better ſince. But, if what we do 
.of this kind, we do it unto the Lord, and not un- 
to Men, knowing that of him, we ſhall receive our 
reward, we ſhall then have an eye to the recom- 
pence he hath promiſed, and overlook, what o- 
therwiſe would give us no ſmall diſturbance ; 
and be apt to ſour the moſt benign, and beſt na- 
zured Perſon in the World: the motives drawn 


from 
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from our Holy Religion are then ſuperior to all 
lower conſiderations, and as we know that to do 
good, and to communicate is a command of that 
God, whom we profeſs to ſerve : that, what we 
give to our poor Brethren, is lending to the Lord, 
alchough we have no expectation or hope from 
Men, yet, being aſſured that God will not forget our 
Labour of love, this ſingle thought, will make us 
digeſt any difficulty, we may meet with in doing 
works of this nature, and that they are not to 
be done without, is plainly ſuppoſed by the Phraſe 
the Apoſtle here uſes, of labour of love, 
Waricn I am in the zd place to ſhew, why, 
and on what account, it is ſo ſtiled. There is 
nothing great, or excellent, that doth not require 
Pains, and Care, to compaſs it, why then ſhould 
it be thought ſtrange, that good works which are 
attended with ſuch bleſſed, and laſting effects for 
the ſervice of our fellow Creatures, can be begun, 
continued, or carried on, without the utmoſt care, 
and united endeavours of zealous; and well di{- 
poſed Perſons ? I ſpeak now, of publick Charities, 
thoſe eſpecially, tor which this Proteſtant City is 
renowned throughout the World; for, -had nor 
God raiſed up from time, to time, a ſucceſſion of 
active, upright, and diſcreet Perſons, theſe noble 
Foundations, which we now are to mention with 
Honour, would have long c're now, been ren- 
dered ineffectual towards thoſe excellent purpoſes 
they were firit deſigned for: but ſuch good care 
"of B ha 
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hath been taken, not only to preſerve, but aug- 
ment their Revenues, that it hath encouraged very 
many, to beſtow their freewill- Offerings to the 
farther ſupport, and enlargement of them: yet, 
God knows! there is room for more, ſuch are 
the growing miſeries of Mankind, ſo many, and va- 
rious, are the diſmal ſpectacles thereof which preſent 
themſelves daily to our view, that if there were not 
thoſe who minded the good of others, as well as 
what relates to themſelves; things would ſtill be 
much worſe than they are, whatever preſent reaſon 
we have to complain; it is true, as iniquity abounds,, 


ſo the love of many muſt wax cold, and when Lu- 


xury, and other expenſive Vices have engaged Men 
in their ſervice, the largeſt Incomes are too ſmall 
to ſatisfy their exorbitant demands; for what can 
be expected for publick Service, when all is de- 
voted to make proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the 
Luſts thereof? But Charity, is the genuine fruit 
of the Spirit, and ſeeketh not her own, but enclines 
Men to bear one anothers Burdens, and ſo fulfil the 
Law of Chrift, to bind up the broken hearted, to be 
Eyes to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and as Mem- 
bers one of another, have a fellow feeling of the 
wants, and neceſſities of thoſe, to whom we bear ſo 
near a relation. Indeed, ſome are weary of this rela- 
tion, and are doing all they can to break theſe Bands, 
and caft away thoſe Cords from them, throwing off 
their Chriſtianity, and every thing that ſavours of it: 


but if Infidelity ſhould go on to prevail amongſt 


before the Lo RD MAyYoR G 11 


us, beſides other infinite miſchiefs it would bring 
upon us, it would cut the Sinews of all good 
works, it would ſap the very Foundations of pub- 
lick Charities for the good of Mankind. For 
who would lay up Treaſure in Heaven, if they be- 
lieved there was no ſuch place? or do any thing 
for God's ſake, who did not believe him à re- 
warder of them, who diligently ſeek him? or tor 
Chriſt's ſake, who look upon him to be an Im- 
poſtor ? So that if there was no other reaſon, ſuch 
Infidels would think it was ſufficient to bear them 
out in denying their aſſiſtance to one of the moſt 
eminent of our Hoſpitals; becauſe, it carries the - 
name of him, whom they have not only renounced, 
but blaſphemed too; in ſhort, as in this life only 
ſuch Men have hope, no wonder that they chooſe 
to truſt in Riches, and not in the living God, But 
on the contrary, a good Chriſtian who looks up- 
on the labour of love, to be only a labour of ſow- 
ing, and that he expects in due ſeaſon, to reap 
a plentiful increaſe, not according to the ſcanty pro- 
portion of our belt ſervices in this kind, but God's 
promiſe, of a return of good meaſure, preſſed down, 
and running over, this conſideration alone, will not 
ler him faint in his Mind, knowing that thoſe who 
honour him, he will honour, which leads me to my 
4th PARTICULAR, that works of Charity are 
to be done in the name and for the glory of God. 
Indeed our righteouſneſs extendeth not to God, he 
can have no occaſion for our beſt ſervices in this, 
32 or 
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or any other kind, nay it is of his own, what we 
receive from him, that we miniſter unto others, 


yet as Stewards of the manyfold Gifts of God, we muſt 


be found fo faithful, as to give to thoſe that need, 


he looks upon it as done unto himſelf, which is 


aſſurance enough that our labour will not be in vain 
in the Lord, it not only being our duty, but 
our intereſt, to honour the Lord with our ſubflance,. 
and the firfl fruits of all our increaſe, ſince, we 
know in whom we have believed, and what he 
has promiſed, will be made good to us, tho 
other motives have their weight, yet ought they 
all to vail to this moſt cogent one, that the good 
we do, is acceptable to God, that the ren. en- 
tailed upon us, are by his promiſe, which is the 
anc hor of the Soul ſure and ſtedfaſt, ſo that Con- 
ſtancy, and Perſeverance are well becoming ſuch 
hopes; the Apoſtle bears witneſs in relation to his 
Hebrews, that they had not only miniſtred to the 
Saints, but adds, do miniſter, that is, continue to- 
do the ſame good Offices, as opportunity offered. 

TEISõ is the laſt obſervation that F am to make 
from the words; and indeed without perſeverance 
in theſe duties we loſe all the comfort, and reward 
of them: diſcourage thoſe who have been before 
animated by our example, and, which is worſt 
of all, provoke God to abandon us, as thoſe he 
can take no pleaſure in, for we only continue to 
bear his image, as long as we delight, as he doth, 
in ſhewing mercy, and have the ſame mind in us. 
as 
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«5 was in Chriſt Feſus, who went about doing good, 
and whoſe meat and drink it was, to do the will 
of his Father, by his conſtant attendance upon 
works of mercy, and compaſlion, for the miſer- 
able part of Mankind; and can we have a better 
pattern to follow, than that of our bleſſed Maſter? 
We have before us a great variety of Objects de- 
ſerving our care, and commileration, the noble 
* 2 that have been made by our Anceſtors 
for the various exigencies of Human Life, as they 
are now gratefully to be remembred by us, ſo 
this is not all, that is expected from us, unleſs we 
ut too our helping hand, and provide againſt 
- difficulties and deficiencies that in a long tract of 
time, mult have neceſſarily ariſen, and embarraſſed 
the beſt deſigned, and moſt perfect Charities whatſo- 
ever, freſh Supplies, annual Gifts, and bequeſts, 
are abſolutely needful, towards ſupporting : and 
maintaining the ſeveral great, and expenſive Works 
which are daily going forwards in every diſtinct 
Hoſpital, relating to E Souls, and Bodies, of thoſe 
who are admitted into them ;. ſo that we are nat 
only to bleſs God for the great things he hath 
done for the deſtitute and diſtreſſed part of Man- 
kind, in firſt inſpiring the Noble and Religious 
Founders of them, with a true zeal for the honour 
of our Holy Religion, but alſo that he hath not 
failed, ſince the Foundation of theſe good deſigns 
were laid, to raiſe up others, who have ſpared no 
Pains, or Coſt, to promote the ſeveral diſtinct 
| Branches 
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Branches of them, the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of 
them, doth fufficiently evince this : and that they 
have not only formerly but do now miniſter to them, 
ſome by A their Money, others their Time, 
and Pains; the glorious ſight before us, gives us 
no reaſon to 1 And ſure next to the Found. 
ing, and Endowing, the juſt and upright manage- 
ment of ſuch Charities muſt always be reckoned 
a great ſervice to the World, and ſhall nor loſe 
its reward. The following true Report of the ſe- 
veral advances that hath been made the laſt Year; 
will do juſtice ro thoſe who have employed their 
labour of love, and ought to be had in remem- 
brance by us. pans 


* 
o 


Io begin then, with Chriſt's Hoſpiral, as we 


x 


ow the Foundation of ir, to the Munificence of 


Kk. EDwARD VI, fo the good Diſcipline and 
prudent Management of that truſt, from time to 
time, has been attended with an amazing ſucceſs. 
How many Advantages, has this Nation reaped 
from the happy product of it? How many uſeful 
Perſons have, from the {mall beginnings they have 
had here, been raiſed to great eminence in the 
World ? being thereby, nor only preferved from 
the Snares and Temprations which their penury 
and friendleſs ſtate, muſt have expoſed them to; 
but by being trained up in all uſeful Arts, and 
Learning, have been ſent abroad as ſo many pub- 
lick bleſſings to the World: no leſs, than one 


Hundred and Seven have been put out Appren- 


TICES 


— — — — — 
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tices the Year laſt paſt, Nine whereof being in- 
ſtructed in Mathematicks and Navigation have 
been placed out to commanders of Ships, out of 
the Mathematical School founded by K. CHARLES 
II: Seven only have been buried, there remains 
now under the care and charge of the ſaid Hof 
pital, which are kept in the Houſe, and at Nurſe 
elſewhere, Nine Hundred and Thirty Six, beſides 
One Hundred and Thirty Four newly admitted, a- 
mounting in all to One Thouſand and Seventy. 

THERE has been cured and diſcharged from: 
St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital founded by the ſame 
Religious Prince, the Year laſt paſt, of wound- 
ed, , maimed, ſick, and diſeaſed Perſons, out of 
this great City, and other parts of his Majeſty's 
Dominions, Four Thouſand One Hundred and Fifty, 
many of them. relieved with Money and other 
Neceſlaries to accommodate and ſupport them in 
their return to their ſeveral Habitations : buried 
this Year, after much charge in their illneſs, To 
Hundred and Eighty; remaining under cure at 
the charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Five Hundred and 
Ninety Eight. kb 

FROM St. Thomas's Hoſpital this laſt Year, of 
wounded, maimed, ſick, and diſcaſed Perſons, Four 
Thouſand, Nine Hundred, and Sixty being cured have 
been diſcharged, beſides Money, and Neceſſa- 
ries has been given them at their depart- 
ing to their ſeveral reſpective places of abode : 
Buried after much charge in their Sickneſs, Three 
Hundred. 
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164 ẽ _ 4 SERMON Preac bed 
Hundred and Fifty Nine, remaining under cure 
iti the ſaid Hoſpital, Six Hundred and Thirty Five, 
ſo that chere are, and have been this Year, of 
Poor miſerable Objects, under cure, Five Thouſand 
Nine Hundred, and Fifty Two, and all theſe great 
Things in each of theſe Hoſpitals, have been done 
under great Diſcouragements, either by rebuild- 
ing what was ruinous, or by loſſes ſuſtained in 
their Revenues by accidental Fires, ſo that the 
conſtant charge of relieving ſo great a number of 
Patients, is much greater than the annual Reve- 
nues of each Hoſpital doth amount to, and yet 
how many muſt have been abandoned to the 
moſt dreadful Circumſtances of want and pain, 
and other complicated Miſeries, unleſs they had 
been received into ſuch Sanctuaries, either to be 
eaſed of their Maladies, or have the poor remains 
of Life, rendered more comfortable, and eaſy to 
them ? a nn 005 ROS 

1 wanT words to expreſs, the miſery of thoſe, 
who are the ſaddeſt ſpectacles of Human Nature, 
as deprived of Reaſon and Underſtanding, who 
are the unhappy ſubjects of another branch of 
your Chriſtian Charity in the Hoſpital of Beth- 
lehem: which has been very ſucceſsful in reſtoring 
ſo many to their Senſes, or otherwiſe prevented 
the miſchiefs which muſt have happened from 
their being ler looſe upon the World, and as there 
is only this one receptacle for the miſerable of 
this ſort throughout the whole Kingdom, except- 
Þ z 
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what hath very lately been erected, and alſo 
endowed, by the pious Charity of a deceaſed 
Gentlewoman in another City * ; ſo great mult 
be the unhappy number of thoſe who are con- 
tinually admitted into this capacious, and ſo com- 
modious a Hoſpital. The laſt Year, were no leſs 
than Eighty Seven cured of their lunacy, diſ- 
charged thence the faid Year, ( ſeveral of which 


were relieved with Cloathing and Money at their 
departure,) Seventy Five. Diſtracted Perſons buried 
the laſt Year, after much charge beſtowed upon 
them in their lunacy, and ſickneſs, nimeteen, now 
remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital under cure, and 
2 for with Phyſick, Diet, and other re- 
lief, One Hundred and Twenty Seven; beſides which, 
divers Perſons who have been cured in the ſaid 
Hoſpital, are provided with Phyſick, as out-Pa- 
tients, at the charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, to pre- 
vent a return of their lunacy. And I cannot 
but mention what has lately been done as to In- 
curables, whole caſe has been ſo far conſidered, 
as to have induced ſeveral pious Benefactions, to- 
wards furthering ſo good a deſign, a Buildin 

for this purpoſe is erected, and ſome 3 
but inaſmuch the Revenues of this Hoſpital, doth 
not anſwer the preſent annual charges, there will be 
no means of ſupporting an additional expence, for 


theſe unhappy Perſons, without the farther con- 


* Norwich by Mrs. Mary Chapman, who in her life erected a hand- 
ſome Building, and at her death bequeathed more than 20001. toit. 
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tributions of charitable Perſons': and indeed, this 
ſeems to be the only neceſſary Charity, for which 
no proviſion is made in this great City; may this 
labour of love go on, and proſper, that nothing may 
be wanting to accompliſh ſo excellent a purpoſe. 
 BRIDEWELL, and the Workhouſe being ſome- 
what akin as ro the good deſign of promoting 
Induſtry, and puniſhing Vice, and Idleneſs may 
very well be mentioned together, the former, is ano- 
ther foundation that bears the name of bur Engliſh 
Foftab K. EDWARD, who wiſely provided againſt 
the maladies of the Mind, as well as thi of 
the Body: great numbers of diſſolute looſe Per- 
ſons have herein been reformed, by ſeafonable dif 
cipline, and correction, who otherwiſe, probably, 
had run a full career of wickedneſs, never Rop-. 
ping till their lives had become a ſacrifice to publick 


fuſtice ; and as Idleneſs is the grand ſource of all 


manner bf! wickedneſs, and diſſolute practices, to 


employ thoſe in publick Manufactures, whowould 
not, or could not, find employment of them- 
felves, is an unſpeakable benefit to the publick, 
of which we ſhould be more ſenſible, were we 


deprived of ſuch excellent Inſtitutions: it appears, 
that the laſt Year there were recieved into Bride- 


wel, Vagrants, and other indigent Perſons, who 
have been relieved here, as their neceſſities requir- 


ed; One Hundred, and Seventy Nine; and there 


are maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought 
up in divers Arts and Trades, at the W 
de of 
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of the ſaid Hoſpital as Apprentices Eighty Four. 
Tu WoRKHOUSE purſues the ſame good end 
as the former; and though it is too notorious 
to be denied, that we labour ſtill under no ſmall 
inconveniencies, by the great nuſance of common 
Beggars; yet would this grievance be much more 
intolerable, if conſiderable numbers were not em- 
ployed here, and thereby inured to labour, and 
taught by an honeſt induſtry to get their bread by the 
ſweat of their brows, and ſo bear a part in promoting 
the good of the Societies they belong to; indeed, 
not only the good of this City, but the bene- 
fit of the whole Nation is conſulted hereby, and 
a ſpirit of emulation in, ſetting; up Workhouſes 
throughout che whole: Realm, has, diffaſed it {elf 
very much to the ſervice of the publick, from 
the example here ſet them: 2 though this 
Houſe by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of its real E- 
ſtate, and want of a ſuitable ſupply, has not been 
able to produce ſo ample an account, as could 
be wiſhed, yet, at Ladyday 1728. the ſame had 
in it One Hundred and Seventy Six Children, and 
ſince, Sixty One has been admitted, who axe not 
only religiouſly educated according to the uſage 
of the Church of England, but allo employed in 
ſpinning Wool, ſewing, and knitting, as alſo di- 
ered and cloathed, and duly taken care of in ſick, 
neſs: 8 there have been diſcharged and put forth 
Apprentices, or to Services, in ſeveral good Fa- 
milies, Forty, buried Eight , remaining at Ladyday 
| 3 1729. 
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1729. Two Hundred, and Thirty Seven, Vaga- 

bonds, Beggars, and diſorderly Perſons, com- 
mitted in the Year laſt paſt, were Six Hundred 
and Eighty Five, and Seventy One remained at 
Ladyday 1728. diſcharged Six Hundred, and Se- 
venty Six: remaining at Ladyday 1729. Seventy 
Two, in all Seven Hundred, and Fifty Six. Of 


the Children here educated ſince the Year 1701. 


there has been diſcharged, and placed forth Ap- 
prenrices ro Officers of Ships, to Trades, and 
to Services, beſides thoſe mentioned in the former 
account, One Thouſand, Nine Hundred, and Sixty Four, 
and within that time, Fourteen Thouſand, Five Hun- 
died, and Eighty Five Vagabonds, Beggars, ec. 
have been committed, puniſhed, and forced to hard 
labour. Of the Children in this time, there has died 
Two Hundred, and Seventy One, and of the Vagabonds 
One Hundred and One. The preſent real Eſtare of this 
Houle amounting to little more than two Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year, and the neceſſary expences far 
exceeding the yearly income, conſequently the debts 
increaſing, and the farther good diſs thereby pre- 
vented, it is to be hoped, that our being ſo very par- 
ticular in this account, may be of ſervice to ſtir up 
thoſe who are well diſpoſed to aſſiſt this molt 
uſeful and beneficial work, that it may be ren- 
dered more ſerviceable to the publick. | 
' SEE here, my Chriſtian Brethren, a large field 
for your Bounty and Liberality, ſhould not our 
Hearts burn within us, upon the bare 3 
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of {ach extenſive ways of honouring God, and 
ſerving the intereſts of our fellow Creatures, nay 
our Chriſtian Brethren 2 Nothing is more com- 
mon in the mouths of thoſe who want an ex- 
cuſe for their being tenacious, and uncharitable, 
than the abuſes roo commonly to be mer with in 
the management of publick Charities, and I wiſh 
there was not too- much reaſon for the complaint; 
but yet to the honour of this great City, ſhe 
deſerves all due praiſe for attending ſo carefully 
to this very thing, and thereby cutting off all 
occaſion of reproach of this kind, which might 
otherwiſe probably ſtop the current of all future 
Benefactions: but ſince the ſeveral Hoſpitals I 
have mentioned, are ſo many unſuſpected funds 
for Charity, it is hoped, that they will never want 
a ſuitable ſupply for the neceſſary, and increaſing 
demands of them. Bleſſed be God, much has 
been done already, in the many diſtinct Charities 
L have recounted. to you, in ſpight of the dege- 
neracy of the preſent Age. The time would Ri 
me, ſhould I but hint at ſome of the other ex- 
cellent good works of even private Perſons *, 
who have left laſting Monuments of Piety and 
Charity behind them, and which is moſt acceptable 
to God, (and generally attended with better ſucceſs, 
— not finiſhed in their life time. We 
have, it muſt be owned, a melancholly proſpect if we 


Mr. Guy in Southwark, Edw. Colſon Eſq; at Briſtol, The 
Honourable Lady Tapping, &c. . | | 
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reflect upon the general depravation of Metis 
manners, and the impious tenets which are ſet on 
foot againſt all the evidences of Chriſtianity, there 
is nothing to bear up our ſpirits when the over- 
fowings of ungodlineſs make us afraid, but this ſin- 
gle conſideration, that our Charity may cover 4 
multitude of Sins, and that our giving to the poor, 
may be a lengthening our tranquility, tor it out 
Charity once fails us, if the good deſigns now 
going forward do not ſtand in the gap, and ren- 
der God propitious to us; what remains bur a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment, and that 
God will be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this + the 
wiſe Man's advice, is however very pertinent to 
our purpole, give à portion to ſeven, and alſo to 
eight, for thou knoweſt not what evil ſhall be upon 
the Earth k. It is only a ptetence to cover un- 
charitableneſs when Men alledge the difficulty, 


and unſettledneſs of the times, as their excuſe for it, 
when they give out that it behoves them rather to 


lay up, a ſecure ſomething againſt an evil Day, 
than to diſperſe, and give to the Poor. But what muſt 
we then think of the Primitive Chriſtians, who a- 
bounded in Charity and good works, St. Paul telling 
us of himſelf, and Brethren, that they were hun- 


gy and thirſty, naked and buſfeted, having no cer- 


tam dwelling place, labouring,, working with their 
Hands f, yet under thoſe hard circamſtances, their 
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality, 


_ FX. Feeleſ, 11, 2. + 1 Cor. 4. 11, 12. 
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bur as they lived under a conſtant ſenſe of the 
providence of God, no fad proſpect diſcouraged 
them, from cheerfully engaging in the duty of 
Charity, towards their more diſtreſſed Brethren: 
How much more reaſon have they, who abound 
in the good things of this life, to retrench ſome - 
of their ſuperfluous, and unneceflary expences, 
which: miniſter only to vanity, and luxury, and 
beſtow it upon ſuch Charities, we have been men-- 
tioning 5 then the miſpence of their Wealth, or 
the ruſt of their Gold and Silver, ſhall not be a Mit- 
neſs againſt them, but on the contrary their labour 
of love, will entitle them to that ref} which re- 
maineth- for the people of God. Bur as theſe thin 

have been already with better advantage diſfcourl 
on, by thoſe worthy Perſons * who have preceed- 
ed me in this ſame exerciſe, I need not enlarge any 
farther; but conclude with our prayers to Gol, Who 
raiſed up thoſe great Souls, who firſt formed in their. 
Minds, then finiſhed with their Hands, theſe laſting 
Monuments of Piety and Charity, that he would in- 
ſpire a ſucceſſion of Men with the ſame good will 


towards the promoting, enlarging, and directing 
them, to the proper ends and uſes they were 
at firſt deſigned for, that they may have their 
fruit unto halyneſs, and anſwer the. ends of true 
Religion, this will ſerve to ſilence thoſe who are 
ready to upbraid us, with want of Charity and 

*The Right Rev. Dr. Robert {[Clavering] Lord Biſhop of 
Peterborough, and the Rev. Dr. Nicholas Clagem Dean of my 
good 
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good works, when they are not only taught, but 
practiſed too, in a quite different manner and to 
much better purpoſe in ours, than in the Church 
of Rome, with all her great ſwelling words, and 
pompous pretences. Indeed we would have mo- 
thing gariſh and theatrical in them, but what 


is molt acceptable to God, and ſo becoming 


a reaſonable ſervicec: not to be {cen of Men, 
or being vainly puft up with a fleſhly mind, think 
we may be proſitable to God, or lay in for a 
ſtock of merit, but purely in obedience to God, 
and love to our Brethren for his ſake, that ſo God 


our ſelves may reap the Advantages of them in 


this World, and the Rewards of them in anogher. 
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